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SELF BUILD PROPERTIES FALL TO SIX YEAR LOW AS FIGURES CONTINUE TO DECREASE
Figures released today (6th November) reveal that UK-wide self build planning applications
in 2014 have decreased by 28% compared to 2008.
Data from Barbour ABI, the chosen provider of the Government’s Construction and
Infrastructure Pipeline, shows that 16,792 self build planning applications were submitted
in the first three quarters of 2008, which has steadily declined year on year to 12,159 in
2014.
As part of the Government’s on-going policy to increase the number of available homes,
new measures were announced in the 2014 Budget to increase the amount of self build
projects. These include a £150 million loan fund to help bring forward thousands of ‘shovel
ready’ building plots and a proposed ‘right to build’ policy, giving custom builders the
right to a suitable plot of land for self build housing, which is currently being pioneered in
11 areas across the country.
The new data from Barbour ABI highlights that self build applications are down across all
regions within the United Kingdom when comparing 2008 to 2014, with the two worst
affected areas being the Midlands and East Anglia, down 35 per cent and Wales, down a
staggering 62 per cent.
On the findings of the data, Michael Dall, lead economist at Barbour ABI, commented:
“Given the economic conditions in the UK over the past six years it is perhaps unsurprising
that the appetite to build your own home has diminished. However, there are currently
six million people in Britain who would like to commission their own house according to
the National Self Build Association. This interest clearly lends credence to the various
policies announced by the Government and by the opposition Lyons Review to help
increase self-build in the future. Our figures today show that while the policy environment
is favourable the figures for actual building continue to decline.”
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is a leading provider of construction intelligence services. With a team of inhouse research specialists and a dedicated lead economist, it provides commercially
relevant insight and unique analysis of trends and developments within the building and
construction industry.
Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders data to the Office for
National Statistics and the Government’s Construction and Infrastructure Pipeline,
outlining future construction and infrastructure projects where public funding is agreed.
Barbour ABI also provides data for independent organisations, such as the Construction
Products Association.
Barbour ABI is part of global events-led marketing services and communications company,
UBM, and is headquartered in Cheshire Oaks, Cheshire.
For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or follow us on Twitter @BarbourABI
for all the latest construction data news.
About UBM:
UBM helps businesses do business, bringing the world’s buyers and sellers together at
events and online, as well as producing and distributing news and specialist content. Its
5,500 staff in more than 30 countries are organised into expert teams which serve
commercial and professional communities, helping them to do business and their markets
to work effectively and efficiently.
For more information, go to www.ubm.com or follow us on Twitter at @UBM_plc for all
the latest UBM corporate news.

