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Offshore windfarm construction thriving after a bumper year in 2016

Activity in the offshore windfarm sector reached a record high in 2016, as the total construction value
for projects reached £4.1 billion, increasing from £2.45 billion in 2015 (see figure 1.1).

According to the latest data from construction industry analysts Barbour ABI, offshore windfarms
alone accounted for 42 per cent of UK construction contract value in the utilities and power sector
and 21 per cent of the entire infrastructure sector. This trend is likely to continue with the pipeline for
future offshore wind developments looking healthy, with Barbour ABI reporting that £23.2 billion
pounds worth of construction contract value is in planning.
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(Figure 1.1)

Three major projects that made a significant difference to the increase in construction contract value
for offshore wind farms in 2016 were the Beatrice, Galloper and East Anglia one offshore wind farm

projects, together worth a combined £3 billion pounds, which once constructed will produce over
1,600 MW of renewable energy per hour.

Commenting on the figures, Michael Dall, lead economist at Barbour ABI, said: “Back in 2013 offshore
windfarms accounted for only 7.5 per cent of the annual construction value for the utilities and power
sector, which increased to 42 per cent in 2016, on the back of significant investment in this type of
project.
“With reports showing that the cost of producing electricity in this way have fallen significantly, the
increase in construction value makes sense.”
“We have also seen a large uptake in the planning pipeline for future offshore windfarms with £23.2
billion worth of construction planned over the coming years, suggesting this burgeoning sector will
continue to expand in 2017 and beyond.
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is a leading provider of construction intelligence services. With a team of in-house
research specialists and a dedicated economics team, it provides commercially relevant insight and
unique analysis of trends and developments within the building and construction industry.

Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders estimates data to the Office for
National Statistics, provider of the Government’s Construction and Infrastructure Pipeline and
provides the planning application and development data to the Department for Communities and
Local Government. Barbour ABI also provides data for independent organisations, such as the
Construction Products Association.

Barbour ABI is part of global events-led marketing services and communications company, UBM, and
is headquartered in Cheshire Oaks, Cheshire.

For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or follow on Twitter @BarbourABI for all the latest
construction data news.

About UBM:
UBM is one of the world's leading business-to-business (B2B) events organisers, bringing the world’s
buyers and sellers together at events and online, as well as producing and distributing news and
specialist content. With 3,500 staff in 70 offices across 20 countries of the world, UBM’s expert
teams serve commercial and professional communities, helping them to do business and their
markets to work effectively and efficiently.

For more information, go to www.ubm.com or follow on Twitter at @UBM_plc for all the latest UBM
corporate news.

