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The UK construction outlook positive even as they face an array of challenges
Despite worries surrounding Brexit, tighter margins and labour supply to name a few, optimism
across Britain’s construction sector is relatively high in regards to potential growth and future
profits, according to the 2017 Construction Sentiment Survey.

Causeway Technologies and Barbour ABI’s survey of the construction sector – measuring various
levels of optimism, growth & obstacles within the industry, found that of those surveyed 71 per cent
believe that their company’s revenue is expected to grow in 2017 compared to last year and 63 per
cent foresee a growth in profits.

The survey also found that the three biggest issues facing the construction industry are stronger
competitors, labour supply and customer demand (see figure 1.1).

(Figure 1.1)

A large proportion of construction companies (67 per cent) are already implementing cost-reduction
measures, however they are more prevalent in larger companies (82 per cent) compared to smaller
companies (58 per cent). However, the survey also showed evidence of initiatives for growth, with
almost 70 per cent believing that their company is implementing initiatives to fuel growth in 2017.

Colin Smith, Chief Executive Officer at Causeway Technologies commented: “The UK construction
industry is facing considerable change in the coming years and needs to be well prepared for what
lies ahead.”

“Whilst it is clear from the survey that construction professionals remain reasonably optimistic
about 2017 with the industry growing steadily since 2013, they are also aware that they face an
array of challenges, with a significant number of companies already looking at how they can cut
costs and improve efficiency.”

“Identifying the issues is clearly the first step in tackling them, the next stage is for construction
companies to introduce the solutions that will help them perform better in the face of the
challenges they expect to encounter in 2017.”

Commenting on the figures, Michael Dall, Lead Economist at Barbour ABI, said: “Construction firms
are looking to “future proof” and expand markets to meet the economic challenges that inevitably
lie ahead.”
“The industry appears to be learning its lessons from the years of subdued performance between
2009 and 2012 with many considering closely its initiatives for growth, issues facing their businesses
but also ensuring the systems are in place to ensure they can weather any future downturn.”
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is a leading provider of construction intelligence services. With a team of in-house
research specialists and a dedicated economics team, it provides commercially relevant insight and
unique analysis of trends and developments within the building and construction industry.

Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders estimates data to the Office for
National Statistics, provider of the Government’s Construction and Infrastructure Pipeline and
provides the planning application and development data to the Department for Communities and
Local Government. Barbour ABI also provides data for independent organisations, such as the
Construction Products Association.

Barbour ABI is part of global events-led marketing services and communications company, UBM, and
is headquartered in Cheshire Oaks, Cheshire.

For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or follow on Twitter @BarbourABI for all the latest
construction data news.

About Causeway:
As one of the world’s leading suppliers of software for the built environment, Causeway solutions
play a key role through the Design, Build, Operate and Maintain phases of the built environment.
Causeway software is at the heart of activities as diverse as the design and construction of major
building and infrastructure projects, driving efficiencies in supply chain management, supporting dayto-day facilities & estates management and tracking and managing service & maintenance resources.
For more information, go to www.causeway.com or follow on Twitter @CausewayTech

