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Construction contracts awarded down 13.1% during 2018
The value of all construction contracts awarded in the UK in 2018 was £61.6 billion and is a decrease of 13.1% on the
previous year. The number of contracts awarded also continued on a downwards trend with 10,352 awarded during
2018, a decline of 8.2% on 2017 and 16.8% down from the 2014 peak of 12,440. However, the planning pipeline
remains positive with infrastructure particularly strong with 113% increase on 2017.
The latest edition of the Economic & Construction Market Review from industry analysts Barbour ABI highlights
levels of construction contract values awarded across Great Britain throughout 2018. The residential sector had the
highest proportion of contract awards by value in 2018 with 37% share, which is an increase of 2% on 2017 (see fig
1.1.)
Infrastructure was the second largest sector for contract awards in 2018 with 21% share, a decrease of 9% on 2017
(see fig 1.1). Infrastructure will remain strong in 2019 and beyond due to the commencement of HS2 projects in the
rail sector with further investment in electricity distribution and generation also forecast to continue.
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Looking regionally, London had the highest share of contracts awarded in 2018 with a 19.4% share, down slightly from
20% in 2017. The South East had the second highest share of contracts awarded by value in 2018 with 12.1% share,
which is 0.1% higher than for 2017. In third position, the North West accounted for 11.8% of contract awards in 2018
which is a 0.2% decrease on 2017. (see fig 1.2.)
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is a leading provider of construction intelligence services. With a team of in-house research specialists
and a dedicated economics team, it provides commercially relevant insight and unique analysis of trends and
developments within the building and construction industry.
Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders estimates data to the Office for National Statistics and
partner of the Government’s Infrastructure and Projects Authority in providing the National Infrastructure and
Construction Pipeline. Barbour ABI also provides data for independent organisations, such as the Construction
Products Association.
For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or follow on Twitter @BarbourABI for all the latest construction
data news.

