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UK construction industrial sector activity is dominated by warehouse applications
The value of all industrial construction contract awards in May 2019 was £614 million based on a three-month rolling
average. Analysis indicates that in the three months to May the total value of industrial contracts awards was £1.8
billion, an increase of 26.4% on the previous quarter. The warehousing and storage sector accounted for the largest
share of industrial contracts awards with a 51.5% share.

The North West had the largest share of industrial contract awards in May at 20.4%. The two largest contracts awards
in this area were a project for four industrial units at Haydock Lane Industrial Estate valued at £27 million and a £20
million logistics facility with warehousing and storage at Hillhouse Business Park in Blackburn. The North West was
closely followed by the West Midlands with a 18.5% share and in third place was the East Midlands with 15.8%.

The latest edition of the Economic & Construction Market Review from industry analysts Barbour ABI highlights levels
of construction contract values awarded across Great Britain. The overall outlook for May saw a total value of contract
awards across all sectors at £5.0 billion which is a decrease of 4.8% in contracts from April 2019 but 10.4% higher than
May 2018.
The residential sector again held the largest share of contract awards in May with attributable share of 42.3%.
Infrastructure was the second largest sector this month with awards share of 17.0%, this was followed by the industrial
sector with 11.4% overall.

The largest residential contract award was the Clockhouse and Access House development at Bow in London which
was valued at £130 million and was awarded to Henry Construction Limited. The largest contract award in the
infrastructure sector was the new prison development at Wellingborough in Northamptonshire, which was awarded
to Kier Construction Major Projects.

Commenting on the figures, Tom Hall, Chief Economist at Barbour ABI said, “Overall the UK has seen a decline in
contract awards in May, compared to April. However, we continue to see increased activity in Q2 of 2019 compared
to Q1. The residential sector continues to dominate overall activity; however, it is interesting to see what’s happening
in the other sectors. We are experiencing a continued increase into Q2 2019 in contract awards for the warehousing
and storage sector, especially in more central areas of the UK perhaps for its transportation links.”
Download the full report here: https://ubm.io/2L4235s
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is a leading provider of construction intelligence services. With a team of in-house research specialists
and a dedicated economics team, it provides commercially relevant insight and unique analysis of trends and
developments within the building and construction industry.
Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders estimates data to the Office for National Statistics and
partner of the Government’s Infrastructure and Projects Authority in providing the National Infrastructure and
Construction Pipeline. Barbour ABI also provides data for independent organisations, such as the Construction
Products Association. For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or follow on Twitter @BarbourABI for all
the latest construction data news.

