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Infrastructure contract awards decrease by 10.3% in 2019
The total value of infrastructure contract awards in 2019 was £10.4 billion which is a decrease of 10.3% on 2018. This
is the second consecutive year of decline, with the value of infrastructure awards having decreased by 50% between
2017 and 2019. 2015 - 2017 figures were boosted considerably by several very large contracts such as the enabling
works for HS2.

The latest insight from construction industry analysts Barbour ABI highlights levels of infrastructure contract values
awarded across Great Britain.
Regional analysis indicates that the North West accounted for the largest share of infrastructure contract awards in
2019 at 24.5%, which is an increase of 17.2% on 2018. The East of England was the second largest region accounting
for 11.8% of awards which has remained at the same level as 2018.

The outlook for infrastructure looks positive with a strong pipeline. Projects such as HS2, the Transpennine route
upgrade and Hinckley Point C will contribute to growth in the sector. However, the feasibility of this funding is currently
under review.
Commenting on the figures, Tom Hall, Chief Economist at Barbour ABI and AMA Research said, “While the pipeline
may appear positive, the risk of major projects in the planning system being delayed, descoped or cancelled remains.
This week Boris Johnson and senior ministers will meet to decide the fate of HS2. The sector’s short-term momentum
remains dependent on previously promised projects, while the Chancellor’s budget in March will give an indication of
travel over the medium term.”
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About Barbour ABI:
Barbour ABI is the market leading provider of UK construction intelligence services, based in Cheshire Oaks. With
more than 80 years’ experience, our in-house team of research specialists and a dedicated economics team provide
commercially relevant insight and unique analysis of trends and developments within the building and construction
industry. Barbour ABI is the chosen provider of Construction New Orders estimates data to the Office for National
Statistics and partner of the Government’s Infrastructure and Projects Authority in providing the National
Infrastructure and Construction Pipeline.
Barbour ABI is part of Informa, a leading international events and intelligence group and a member of FTSE 100, with
over 11,000 colleagues working in more than 30 countries. For more information, go to www.barbour-abi.com or
follow on Twitter or LinkedIn for all the latest construction data news.

